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For Immediate Release
28th Annual Oregon Asian Celebration 2013
Theme: Choose the Path to Awareness and 
Celebrating the Year of the Snake  

EUGENE, OR - The Eugene/Springfield Asian Council is proud to present the 28th Annual Oregon Asian Celebration February 16 and 17, at the Lane Events Center/Fairgrounds. This year's theme "Choose the Path to Awareness" highlights sustainability, environmental awareness, and global prosperity through two days of cultural activities for all ages.   
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. with the traditional Chinese Lion Dance to scare away the evil spirits and usher in a weekend of good fortune. Celebration chair David Tam says the idea behind this year’s theme is to let people know that “we want to infuse greater awareness of the future of our planet as we will be dependent on the actions we take today. Also, we are entering the year of the snake, the sixth sign of the Chinese Zodiac, which symbolizes intuitiveness, introspection, and kindness." 
In keeping with the sustainable aspects of the theme and to create more environmental awareness, the Celebration is partnering with Waste Free Oregon to recycle and reduce waste at the event. Styrofoam will be banned from the food court, and all materials will be printed on recycled paper with environmentally-friendly ink, Tam said.
In keeping with the theme "Choose the Path to Awareness" there are several talks, information booths, and vendors highlighting their roles and their path of awareness to creating a more sustainable planet.  
New and unique to this year's event, is a special exhibit and invitation for the public to learn about and interact with "Zany" friends who call Zany Zoo home.
This year's event also showcases two local culinary personalities. The 2012 Iron Chef Eugene Jeff Strom of Koho Bistro will showcase his culinary talents and skill that made him reign supreme as Iron Chef Eugene.  Strom’s cooking demonstration is both Saturday and Sunday. The event also features Taro Kobayashi, owner and sushi chef of the new Eugene restaurant, Mame. Kobayashi will showcase his skill fusing art with sushi to create visual appealing cuisine. 
In the Asian Food Court, visitors will be treated to tempting treats and cuisines of India, Japan, Vietnam, Korea and the Philippines. Nearby, the stage will feature and variety of martial arts demonstrations all day. Other event mainstays are the fine arts exhibit, children's activities, games, and a marketplace of more than 75 vendors. Steve Williamson will feature his "Asian Heritage and Justice" exhibit and give brief talks on the Celebration Atrium Stage both afternoons.
Highlighted main stage performances include Legong Kerton Playon, a traditional Balinese Dance; the poetic Korean Fan dance; a duet between the Iron Mango Orchestra and the North Eugene High School 'ukulele Orchestra’; Portland Taiko, a Celebration favorite; and the Indonesian Traditional Dance and Music sponsored by the Indonesian Consulate.  
Admission is $6 per day ($10 for the 2-day weekend) for adults; free for children ages 12 and under.  The event closes at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday and 7:00 p.m. on Sunday. A complete schedule of activities and performances is available at the door or at www.asiancelebration.org.  The Eugene/Springfield Asian Council has partnered with the Relief Nursery who will issue an Asian Celebration complimentary admission ticket if visitors bring four cans of food for their food pantry.
The event is produced by the Eugene/Springfield Asian Council with sponsorship support from Kikkoman International, Sunrise Asian Market, McDonalds Restaurants, Copic Markers International Imagination Inc, Tam Global Network Consultants, Melissa Nolledo Photography & Fine Art, University of Oregon, City of Eugene,  and KVAL-TV.
The mission of the Eugene/Springfield Asian Council is to create opportunities that foster friendships and harmonious relations among all people by presenting events and activities that will stimulate a better understanding of Asian and Asian-American cultures.
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